The Church at Its Best e

Setting the Heart $

Jesus did some impressive things while He was here on earth: miracles, healings,
demonic deliverances, and much more. Yet He told His apostles that they would

do even greater things once He departed for the Father in heaven. This seems ,o
impossible—until we see what happened in the book of Acts. As you prepare o
for your personal study, ponder Jesus’ promise of “greater things.” Pay special e

attention to our responsibility in experiencing these “greater things.”

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or
at least believe on the evidence of the mivacles themselves. I tell you the
truth, anyone who has foith in me will do what I have been doing. He will
do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

John 14:11-12

Before you begin, pray about your level of faith in Jesus. Perhaps you need to pray, as the apostles did
in Luke 17:5, “Increase our faith!”

Digging In

Since the book of Acts is actually a history book that records the events of the church’s origins, one of
the best ways to understand it is to look for all the action that takes place. Action is easily found by
asking the question “What is happening?” while you read. Read Acts 2:1-13 using your Scripture
sheets. As you read, underline each occurrence that helps answer the question “What is happening?”
We’d also like to make a couple of recommendations:

1.) Mark the Scripture in a way that helps you make a clear distinction between
the events. (You may want to number each event.)
2.) Pay attention to detail!

After you’ve finished marking, list below the sequence of events in the passage. As you make your list,
look for new observations. Do you see anything you’ve missed before? What do you notice about the
people involved?

What happened?
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&  Insight

90 Q o Pentecost was the Jewish celebration of the Feast of Weeks, which was established by God with
Q\a' .oF  Isracl after their exodus from Egypt (see Ex. 34:22, Lev. 23:15-21, and Deut. 16:9-11). Also
.-,‘:\ known as the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of the Firstfruits, this celebration took place fifty days

after the Passover. The title “Pentecost” comes from the Greek word pentzkostos, which means
“fiftieth day.” Consequently, the initial reason for a crowd to have been in Jerusalem on this
particular day was to celebrate a feast prescribed by Jewish law. On this particular Pentecost, God
had additional plans in mind!

Digging Deeper

You may have noticed in Acts 2:11 that all the nationalities were hearing the “wonders of God” in
their own languages. As the crowd tried to make sense of the situation, Peter stood up and led the
people beyond a simple “hearing” of the wonders of God, into an understanding of these wonders.
As Peter began to speak, he urged the people to “listen carefully to what I say” (2:14). Since this
is the sermon that launched God’s church, we’d be wise to do the same!

Read Acts 2:14-36 using your Scripture sheet, and mark the following:

1. All references to the Jews (Men of Israel), perhaps with a XiX Be sure to include
pronouns like “you” and “your.”

2. All references to God, perhaps with a cloud é::j (Also look for pronouns like “He,”
“Him,” or “His.”)

3. All references to Jesus, perhaps with a cross T (Again, remember the pronoun
thing!)

You may need to read the passage more than once to find every reference. Then list below
everything Peter had to say about each of the parties you marked.

The Jews God Jesus

Taking It Inward

Before we see how Peter’s audience responded to his sermon, take a few minutes to respond to it
yourself by answering the five questions on the next page.
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1. Looking at your lists on the preceding page, what did Peter emphasize about the 2
relationship between God and Jesus? (5

2. What role did the Jews play in this scene?

3. How is your life a testimony to the fact that Jesus is both Lord (master and owner; one
having full power and authority) and Christ (the anointed One of God; the Messiah)?

4. Have you ever denied Jesus His proper place as Lord of your life? In what ways?

5. What adjustments do you need to make in order to be a testimony to the fact that Jesus is
Lord of your life?

Digging Deeper—Part 2

Now let’s see how Peter’s audience responded to his sermon. Read Acts 2:37—47 from your Scripture
sheet, and mark every reference to those who accepted Peter’s message. You might want to use the
ichthus symbol a, which became a sign of the early church. Remember to watch for pronouns
like “they” and “them.”

When you’ve finished marking, list below everything you learn about those who accepted Peter’s
message.

Those who accepted the message
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&  Taking It Inward

q’Q 9 The impact of Peter’s sermon speaks for itself. The spiritual atmosphere created by the responsive
.o  crowd in Acts 2 is one that many in the church long for today. Perhaps you’ve longed for this

'o"\ type of atmosphere in your church or youth group, but it seemed impossible! Is it impossible—or

is it God’s standard for His people? Use the following questions and exercises to evaluate your

spiritual life and the life of your youth group in light of the activities in Acts 2.

1. What was the immediate reaction of the crowd when Peter finished speaking?
2. How many accepted the message?
3. Why do you think Peter’s sermon was so powerful?

4. As aleader of young people, what can you do to deliver God’s Word with this type of
power?

It’s obvious that Pentecost wasn’t a one-day spiritual high (like the ones youth today so often
experience at youth camps, retreats, concerts, and other gatherings). Acts 2:42—47 describes the
lasting effect of Peter’s message as seen in the activities that continued long after the “peak
experience” had ended. In the space below, we’ve listed these activities so that you can consider
them one by one. Underneath each activity, list some practical disciplines or things you and your
youth group could do to imitate the actions of the believers in Acts 2.

1. Deliver and receive the Word of God through the Spirit of God (as Peter did).
You The Group

2. Be devoted to the gospel and what it teaches (the apostles’ teaching).
You The Group

3. Be devoted to fellowship (and breaking of bread) with God’s people.
You The Group

4. Be devoted to prayer.
You The Group

240oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ChangingtheWorldinSiansySteps



5. Sell possessions and goods, and give to anyone who is in need.
You The Group
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6. Meet together regularly.
You The Group

7. Share meals with each other with glad and sincere hearts.
You The Group

8. Praise God.
You The Group

9. Enjoy the company of each other.
You The Group

Wrapping It Up
Acts 2 is a real-life illustration of the church at its best—walking in purity, full of unity, free of

differences and divisions. God must have been pleased to see His desire for the church fulfilled, for as
we saw in Acts 2:47, it was God who added to the church daily. He must love this type of activity!

Although the ideal is for the behavior in Acts 2 to become the “norm” for your group, after this group
session, you should consider proposing that your group schedule an “Acts 2—4-2” night based on Acts
2:42. The group could plan the events of this evening around those listed in this chapter, so that your
group can become more devoted to:

-the apostles’ teaching
~fellowship

-breaking of bread
-prayer

The key phrase is “be devoted.” Try to avoid the tendency to simply complete the activities as
“tasks.” Plan the night so that it can be a truly spiritual event. Allow God’s Spirit to reveal to you
how to imitate these activities in the context of your youth group. You may also want to include some
other activities highlighted in the chapter, such as enjoying the favor of each other or giving to
someone in need.

Be sure to read over the Lesson Plan so that you are confident and familiar with the flow of the
session.
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The Church at Its Best $
.
Acts 2 6

2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one \"e

place. Xy e

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from “‘/6 e{
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. o

3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 9

rest on each of them.

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven.

6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard them speaking in his own language.

7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?

8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia,

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!”

12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what I say.

15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!

16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire
and billows of smoke.

20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the

great and glorious day of the Lord.

Changing the World in Six Easy Steps eseecccccccccccccccccccccccns

~



21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because
it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my
right hand, I will not be shaken.

26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope,
27 Dbecause you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see
decay.

28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence.’

29 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried,
and his tomb is here to this day.

30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he
would place one of his descendants on his throne.

31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.

33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ““The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand

35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Deter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far oft—for all whom
the Lord our God will call.”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.”

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were

added to their number that day.
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the & (e

breaking of bread and to prayer. &%0%
43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done J‘e‘.&?ee%ef
by the apostles. ,oo 3

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common.

45 Sclling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their

number daily those who were being saved.
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The Church at Its Best

Materials Needed 5 < Sf @@
For this session you’ll need Scripture sheets for Acts 2, colored pencils (at least @@ @
5, NP 2

three colors per student), a chalk/dry-erase board, and student journal pages for

Session 2. Students will need their Bibles, pens, and notebooks. y@

. %
Session Intro 5
Prayer

After your students have gathered, remind them of the relationship between studying God’s Word and
listening to His Spirit. Pray that the hearts of your students will be responsive to what God reveals in
this session.

Goal of Session 2
¢ Students will see how God can work through people who are seeking to be led by His
Spirit.

Review of Session 1
Ask the following questions:
e Who wrote the book of Acts? How do we know?
e What were Jesus’ final instructions to the apostles before leaving the earth?
e In what way did the apostles obey these instructions?
e Where has all the action in Acts taken place so far?

Open
Do a quick word association exercise with your group by asking: What comes to your mind when yon
hear the wovd “Pentecost”? Some possible answers from students might include:

-wind, fire
-Pentecostal
-speaking in tongues
-Pentagon

Share with your group (from the “Insight” exercise of your Personal Prep) that Pentecost was an
annual Jewish feast that was celebrated fifty days after the Feast of the Passover. As we’ll see in Acts 2,
this particular Pentecost began as a tame Jewish feast that soon got out of hand!

Digging In

Share with your students that the book of Acts is actually a history book that records how the church
got started. One of the best ways to understand a history book is to look for the action that takes
place. Action is easily found by asking the question “What’s happening?” while you read.

Have your students read Acts 2:1-13 (using their Scripture sheets) and underline each event that
helps answer the question “What’s happening?” Before they begin, make the following
recommendations:
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1.) Mark the Scriptures so that you can make a clear distinction between the different events.
2.) Pay attention to detail!

After most have finished, spend a few minutes as a group constructing a sequence of events of Acts

2:1-13. List your students’ responses on the board, and allow them to challenge each other on the
correct sequence. Your finished list should look similar to the one below, but it’s okay if it’s not as

detailed.

What happened?

~the aposties weve sitting in a house

-God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven weve staying in Jerusalem
-n sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven suddenly

-1t filled the whole house

~the apostles sww something like tongues of fire that separated

-1t came to vest on each of them

-ALL of them were filled with the Holy Spirvit

-they began to speak in other tongues as the Spivit enabled them

-a crowd gathered after heaving a sound

-each person in the crowd heavd the apostles speaking in his/her own language
~the crowd asked how the Galilean apostles spoke all their languages

~some thought the apostles were drunk

Before you move on, you may want to spend a couple of minutes discussing this sequence of
events, asking the following questions:

As we put these events on the board, did you make any new observations about this
passage?

Was it actual wind and five that vested on the heads of the apostles? What was it?

What was significant about the onlookervs who beavd what was happening?

Digging Deeper

Obviously, the crowd that’s in town for Pentecost is made up of Jews (including the apostles) from
many nations. With this in mind, have your students read Peter’s sermon (Acts 2:14-37) using their
Scripture sheets. Tell your students that this is the first sermon preached since Jesus’ departure, and
that we should follow Peter’s own instructions to “listen carefully.” In order to “listen carefully,” have
your students mark the following as they read:

1. All references to Jews (Men of Israel), perhaps with a XﬁX Remind the group to watch
tor pronouns like “you” and “your.” These should be marked the same way.

2. All references to God (including pronouns like “He,” “Him,” or “His”), perhaps with

a cloud gi:} .

3. All references to Jesus, perhaps with a cross T (Again, remind them of the pronoun
thing!)
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Since they’re looking for three different things, your students may have to read the passage more than 7

once, each time looking for something different. This is a great way for them to begin “hiding the @Q@

Word in their hearts” (see Ps. 119:11). @@ @f @@
@@f @@ 2

When they’ve finished marking, discuss what your students learned about the Jews, God, and Jesus. ©@@

As they share their observations, record them on the board in three columns. There is space for this
on their journal pages as well. Your lists may look similar to this, but don’t worry if they’re not as

thorough:
The Jews God Jesus
-Peter calls them “fellow Jews” -soid He would pour out His -acevedited by God to do
-Jesus did mivacles amony Spirit in the last days miracles
them -did many mirvacles through -handed over for God’s
~Jesus was handed over to Jesus purpose
them -will show wonders in heaven, -at vight hand of God
-they put Jesus to death signs on earth -recetved the promised Holy
-Israel is to be assured that -God raised Jesus from the Spirit
God made Jesus both Lovd dead -1 pouring out “what you see
and Christ -He promised David that he here”
would always have a descen- -He is Lovd and Christ
dant on the throne
-God has made Jesus Lovd
and Christ

Taking It Inward

After you’ve listed several things on the board, ask your students to write on their journal pages what
they think Peter’s main points are. After a few minutes, ask volunteers to share their responses, and
write these on the board. You should work with the group until they come up with some points
similar to these:

-God has made Jesus Lovd and Christ
~the Jews were vesponsible for the death of Jesus
-God raised Jesus from the dead

Now ask your students to respond to one or more of the questions below. (These are also printed on
their journal pages.) You will probably need to help your students understand the difference between
the words Lord and Christ as titles for Jesus. If you accept Jesus as the Christ, you are believing what
Jesus said about Himself—that He is the Son of God and the promised Messiah. Accepting Jesus
Christ as Lord indicates a deeper level of personal submission. If Jesus is your Lord, then He must be
the central authority figure in your life. He’s your Master, your Owner, your Boss!

To what extent is Jesus Lovd of your life?

How is your life a testimony to the fact that Jesus is both Lovd and Chvist?

Avwe theve any aveas of life in which you’re keeping Jesus firom being Lovd? What ave they?
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Digging Deeper—Part 2

Now that your group has responded to Peter’s message, take a look at how his audience
responded. Ask your students to suggest a symbol that could be used to represent (and mark) the
first Christians. If they’re short on ideas, you can suggest the ichthus or “sign of the fish” O( .
Then ask your group to read Acts 2:37—47 using their Scripture sheets. Have them mark with the
agreed-upon symbol every reference to those who accepted Peter’s message. Remind them to look
for pronouns like “they” and “their.”

After a few minutes, ask your students to share what they learned about Peter’s audience, and
record their responses on the board. As they discuss this passage, your board will begin to look
something like this:

Those who accepted Peter’s message

-were cut to the heart
-were baptized
-3,000 in number
~they devoted themselves to:
~the apostles’ teaching
-prayer
~fellowship
-breaking of bread
-they were filled with awe
-stayed together
-sold possessions and gave to anyone in need
-met together daily
~broke bread in their homes
-ate together with glad and sincere hearts
-praised God
-enjoyed each others’ company
-the Lovd added to their number daily

Taking It Inward

Those in Peter’s audience who accepted his message were the first converts to Christianity after
Jesus left the earth. This chapter is a great picture of the way the church should be—but your
students will probably agree that compared to this scene, many of our churches today are seriously
lacking! Discuss the following questions:

What stands out to you about the atmosphere of these fivst believers?
What were they doing vight in ovder for God to be adding to their numbers daily?

Do you think it would be possible for us to expervience this atmospheve in our pevsonal
Lives and in our group? Why or why not?

Share with your students that these first Christians weren’t doing all these activities in order to
grow in number. They were operating out of the repentance that resulted from the realization that
God had made Jesus—whom they had crucified—both Lord and Christ! This next exercise is
designed to help your group imitate the activities of these early Christians. However, it’s crucial
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that your group imitates these activities for the right reason—a response to the fact that Jesus is both 72
the Christ (the anointed Son of God) and the Lord of their lives! @@
@@ @f @@
Choose one of the following formats for this “Taking It Inward” exercise: %ff@@@ 2
2
1. Do the exercise individually. Have each student find a corner or a place of solitude to work =
through the exercise on their journal pages. After a few minutes, call them back together,

and ask volunteers to share their suggestions to one or more of the activities. Before you
close the session, collect each student’s journal page. During the week, compile a
composite of all the responses for each activity. Print copies of the composite to give to
each student during the next session.

2. Do the exercise as a group. Discuss each activity as a group, and record the main points on
the board. Appoint a “scribe” to copy onto paper what is listed on the board. After the

session, make copies of your scribe’s list to distribute to your students before they leave.

3. Do the exercise in small groups. Break into smaller groups, and assign one or more
activities to each small group. After a few minutes, have each group report its suggestions
to the larger group. List the responses to each activity on the board, and appoint a “scribe”
to copy down what is listed on the board. After the session, print copies of your scribe’s
list to distribute to the students.

Here are the instructions for the exercise: Listed here ave all the activities of the people who became
Chvistians in Acts 2. Think about these things one by one. As you do, write down two ov three
things you could do to imitate these actions in your own life. Then write down some things our
group could do together.

Activities of the early Christians from Acts 2:

1. Deliver and receive the Word of God through the Spirit of God (as Peter did).
Me Our Group

2. Be devoted to the gospel and what it teaches (the apostles’ teaching).
Me Our Group

3. Be devoted to fellowship (and breaking of bread) with God’s people.
Me Our Group

4. Be devoted to prayer.
Me Our Group

5. Sell possessions and goods and give to anyone who is in need.
Me Our Group
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6. Meet together regularly.
Me Our Group

7. Share meals with each other with glad and sincere hearts.
Me Our Group

8. Praise God.
Me Our Group

9. Enjoy the company of each other.
Me Our Group

*
Wrapping It Up
This would be a great time to suggest the idea of an “Acts 2—4-2” party—an event at which the
group could seek to devote themselves to the same activities as the first Christians. The format
could take the shape of a lock-in, a retreat, a regularly scheduled youth meeting, or a party at
someone’s home. Since a critical activity mentioned in Acts 2 was the breaking of bread, you can
assure your students that food will be involved!

Before you end your session, allow a couple of minutes for your students to boil the session down
to one “world-changing” step. You may want to have them select one of the activities of the early
church from Acts 2. Invite them to record their responses on the sheet titled “Steps to Becoming
a World-Changer.”

Close your session in prayer. Pray that your students will continue to be gripped with Acts 2
repentance and conviction as they realize just who Jesus Christ is. Pray too that the hearts of your
students will be soft to the leading of God’s Spirit following this session.
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Reproducible Student Pages

These pages are also available for download at
inword.org/innergized. You'll find password

information printed on the title page of this book.
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EVE OF PENTECOST

Digging Deeper

Use this chart to list things you learn about the Jews, God, and Jesus from Acts 2:14-36.

)
oro

Spot Guide

The Jews God Jesus

Taking It Inward

Peter’s Main Points

To what extent is Jesus Lord of my life?
How is my life a testimony to the fact that Jesus is both Lord and Christ?

Are there any areas of my life in which I’m keeping Jesus from being Lord? What are they?

o...................
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Taking It Inward

Listed below are all the activities of the people who became Christians following Peter’s sermon in
Acts 2. Prayertully read the activities, and write down some ways you and your group could imitate

each activity.

o

. Deliver and receive the Word of God through the Spirit of God (as Peter did).

Me Our Group

. Be devoted to the gospel and what it teaches (the apostles’ teaching).

Me Our Group

. Be devoted to fellowship (and breaking of bread) with God’s people.

Me Our Group

. Be devoted to prayer.

Me Our Group

. Sell possessions and goods, and give to anyone who is in need.

Me Our Group

. Meet together regularly.

Me Our Group

. Share meals with each other with glad and sincere hearts.

Me Our Group

. Praise God.

Me Our Group

. Enjoy the company of each other.

Me Our Group



The Church at Its Best &J}Q
Acts 2 \‘3

2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one J‘e

place. \s:’ e ,
2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from /o ( e
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 0
3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to ? .

V
rest on each of them. VINVVORD

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven.

6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard them speaking in his own language.

7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?

8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia,

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!”

12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what I say.

15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!

16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire
and billows of smoke.

20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the

great and glorious day of the Lord.
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21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you
yourselves know.

23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because
it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my
right hand, I will not be shaken.

26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope,
27 Dbecause you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see
decay.

28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence.’

29 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried,
and his tomb is here to this day.

30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he
would place one of his descendants on his throne.

31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.

33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ““The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand

35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.””

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far oft—for all whom
the Lord our God will call.”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.”

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were

added to their number that day.
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the J.J}

breaking of bread and to prayer. &%0%0
43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done ‘%‘%?ee(é,,e(
by the apostles. ’o,) 9(

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. .

45 Sclling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. INWORD

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their

number daily those who were being saved.
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